Prelude to the Coronation
cent brocaded cloths and tapestry, the floor spread with rich car-
pets '. In one wall was a window under a canopy of white satin,
spangled with golden stars and fringed with seed-pearls. The
window itself was curtained across on the inner side with a golden
net. Six steps led up to it. The princes, nobles, military officers,
and officials took their seats on the carpets, a place being reserved
for the Portuguese captains. Presently the drum-major struck a
great drum hanging from silver chains. At the signal everyone
made a shi-ko towards the window. The golden net was drawn
aside and Thiri-thu-dhamma, in a-green robe, wearing a pearl
necklace and holding a fan decorated with emeralds in clusters
shaped like turtle scales, was disclosed seated on a silver chair, as it
were framed in the window at the top of the steps. He was being
fanned by two of his ladies with peacock fans. A number of
ecclesiastical personages in yellow damask and horned tiaras stood
about him, probably members of the Board of Astrology and
Rites, Court Brahmins recruited from India who were in charge
of all state ceremonial.
The proceedings opened with a concert and a ballet. Classical
songs were sung, and twenty-four dancers dressed in green and
white, with high crowns like Siamese dancers, some carrying
musical instruments, danced in two lines which intermingled,
separated, ebbing and flowing gracefully, a dance which is remini-
scent both of the Burmese yein and the Balinese redjang.
After an hour of this, twelve girls, mere children, entered,
bearing golden crowns in their hands, which in turn they laid
below the throne, each child being conducted thereto by insignia-
bearers dressed in scarlet. They were followed by twelve more
little girls with sceptres, which were placed beside the crowns.
The genuflexions, prostrations, and posturings which accom-
panied these acts were carried out to music and as if part of a
ballet.
The coronation proper of the Governor of Urritaung now com-
menced. He was a well-built young man, a relative of the King's,
and came forward in his court robe of red velvet, preceded by a
company of attendants, graceful youths, in blue and white damask,
with head-dresses of the same. As soon as the governor—his name
was Prince Toon-htan—was within sight of the King, he made the
shi-kO) got up, advanced a few paces, repeated the prostration, and
lay prone until two old Court Brahmins conducted him to the foot
of the throne steps. At this point a statuette of the Buddha was
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